Hospital-acquired acute kidney injury.
Acute kidney injury (AKI) is a common clinical syndrome in hospitalized patients associated with high morbidity and mortality rates. Despite several years of improvement in the medical care of the severely ill, there has been little improvement in outcome. Furthermore, effective means of preventing and treating AKI have remained elusive. Although dialysis has been the mainstay of treating AKI for > 40 years, several questions regarding its application remain unsettled, including method (continuous vs intermittent), timing, and dose. The purpose of this review is to summarize recent advances in the epidemiology and treatment of AKI in hospitalized patients.